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This is the second phase of a study of local building traditions particu-
lar to Olney, Maryland and its surrounding region.  This research and critical
analysis of local ‘village’ development was conducted in an effort to help
bridge the existing rural/suburban scale and density of Olney to new proto-
urban designs, such as that proposed by the new Olney Town Center
(O.T.C.) master plan overlay.  By comparing examples of successful local
adaptations of higher scale and density to some of the Olney-area’s most
iconic buildings and spaces, it is hoped that an authentic expression of local
growth patterns may be forged.

The area of analysis is shown in a map describing a 40-mile radius
around Olney.  This takes in many types of local villages, from historic com-
munities to new town centers and “urban village” developments.  As with
the previous phase of analysis (Olney, Maryland:  Local Building Traditions,
History and Analysis), this documentation is broad but not meant to be
comprehensive.

The first section is a study of local historic villages, with sidewalk
sections approximated from current condition measurements and archived
photographs.  Notable historic towns such as Alexandria (VA) and
Georgetown (DC) have been omitted since they are well documented in
other publications.  The next two segments catalog and critique new ‘urban
village’ development, which is most similar and therefore perhaps most
relevant to the type of growth Olney now faces.  Plans and sections of these
developments were taken from infield measurements as well as from vari-
ous materials online.

The final segment is a “critical regional” analysis of how local building
types have been transformed from small village scale to larger, more urban
scales.  It is an attempt at imagining how local cities grew from early vil-
lages to become what they are today.   The analysis is organized according
to the most common local styles presented in the previous phase of re-
search:  Early Stone Structures, Mills/Industrial Buildings, Georgian/Federal
Styles, Carpenter Gothic/Victorian, Classical Revivals, and Vernacular Farm-
houses.  These comparisons look at the formal, material and spiritual nature
of different buildings, in an attempt to crystallize what makes them --de-
spite scale and function-- particular expressions of local building patterns.

All photographs and drawings are by Miche Booz, Architect unless
otherwise noted.   Images borrowed from Michael Dwyer’s collection are
labeled “Dwyer”; likewise images labeled “SSM” have been reproduced with
gracious permission from the photo archives at the Sandy Spring Museum.
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BACKGROUND
Map: 40-mile radius around Olney, Maryland

Historic Villages

1.    Old Olney, Md.
2.    Ellicott City, Md.
3.    Frederick, Md.
4.    Annapolis, Md.
5.    Waterford, Va.
6.    Middleburg, Va.

New "Urban Villages"

1. Washingtonian Center - Gaithersburg, Md.
2. Market Common - Arlington, Va. (Clarendon)
3. Shirlington Village - Arlington, Va.
4. Bethesda Row - Bethesda, Md.
5. Pentagon Row - Arlington, Va.
6. King Farm - Rockville, Md.
7. Clipper Mill Redevelopment - Baltimore, Md.
8. Silver Spring, Md. (Downtown)



HISTORIC

1 Old Olney, Md.  (1800)

2 Ellicott City, Md.  (1772)

3 Frederick, Md.  (1745)

4 Annapolis, Md.  (1708)

5 Others of Note:
Waterford, Va.  (1732)

Middleburg, Va.  (1787)



HISTORIC

Old Olney, Md. (1800)

1

Characteristics:
Scale: 1 to 2 1/2 stories
Density: Rural/Suburban
Bldg. Styles: Frame farmhouses, Folk, Federal
Bldg. Materials: Clapboard, brick, rough fieldstone
Signage: Minimal, folk
Lighting: Private lampposts, some overhead
Sidewalks: Almost nonexistent
Retail: Mixed-use residential, retail, and

industrial buildings
General Info: Agricultural crossroads of a bus-

tling regional industrial center;
demolished all but flat in 1978.

Balloon frame farm-
houses sat close to the
road, forming a public
realm

front porches, mailboxes,
phonebooths

retail in farmhouses w/
ad hoc signage

Gables with center
dormers

mature local vegetation

 SSM

 SSM

 SSM

 SSM

 Dwyer



HISTORIC

Ellicott City, Md. (1772)

2

Characteristics:
Scale: 2 to 5 stories
Density: Urban
Bldg. Styles: Mixed 19th-20th cen. urban bldgs.
Bldg. Materials: Stone, brick
Signage: Varies, not uniform
Lighting: Not uniform, many sources
Sidewalks: Narrow, concrete
Retail: Mixed-use, storefront windows
General Info: Developed as a mill town, steep

topography: main street in a valley

parallel parking only

no trees; pots and
planters instead

narrow sidewalks

no uniformity in signs,
flags, street lighting

above ground utilities

multiple building forms,
stone is most prevalent
material

4-6 story buildings are
located directly beside
much lower buildings



HISTORIC

Frederick, Md. (1745)

3

Characteristics:
Scale: 3 to 6 stories
Density: Urban
Bldg. Styles: Eclectic 19th-20th century styles
Bldg. Materials: Primarily brick, glass
Signage: Varied, non-uniform
Lighting: Varied, non-uniform
Sidewalks: Brick paved, tree-lined
Retail: Primarily locally-owned
General Info: County seat of Frederick County,

population of nearly 60,000

Various eclectic 19th-
and 20th-century styles

parallel parking and
parking garages

no uniformity in signs,
flags, street lighting
(lending a sense of
historic patina)

mature local vegetation
and street pottery



HISTORIC

Annapolis, Md. (1708)

Characteristics:
Scale: 2-6 story
Density: Urban
Bldg. Styles: Federal, Mixed industrial/residential
Bldg. Materials: Brick, stone, clapboard
Signage: Understated, semi-uniform
Lighting: Continuous lamps throughout
Sidewalks: Brick-paved
Retail: Mixed-use, adaptive reuse
General Info: Maryland’s capital and home to the

United States Naval Academy and
St. John's College.

4

Federal style most
common

parallel & parking
garages

understated signage

mature trees and shrubs

brick sidewalks &
streets

combination of overhead
& underground utilities



HISTORIC

Characteristics:
Scale: 2-3 stories
Density: Rural village
Bldg. Styles: Primarily federal
Bldg. Materials: Brick, stone, clapboard
Signage: Understated, semi-uniform
Lighting: Private lamps, minimal overhead lighting
Sidewalks: Brick-paved, narrow
Retail: Mixed-use, adaptive reuse
General Info: Population of around 600

Waterford, Va. (1732)

5

Characteristics:
Scale: 1-3 stories
Density: Rural village
Bldg. Styles: Mixed agricultural styles
Bldg. Materials: Brick, clapboard, stone
Signage: Very minimal, understated signage
Lighting: Private lamps, minimal overhead lighting
Sidewalks: Where present, they are brick-paved, narrow
General Info: Unincorporated village founded by Quakers, designated as a

National Historic Landmark

Middleburg, Va. (1787)



RECENTLY-BUILT

1-2 Washingtonian Center - Gaithersburg

3-4 Market Common - Clarendon, Va.

5-6 Village at Shirlington - Arlington, Va.

7-8 Bethesda Row - Bethesda, Md.

9-10 Pentagon Row - Arlington, Va.

11-12 Others of Note:
King Farm - Rockville, Md.
Clipper Mill Redevelopment - Baltimore



RECENTLY-BUILT

Characteristics:
Scale: 2-3 stories
Density: Urban
Styles: Retail-mixed regional
Materials: Textured C.M.U., stone/brick
Signage: Wall, awning, and hanging signs
Lighting: 2 styles, used uniformly throughout
Sidewalks: Stone, brick pavers
Main retail: Target, Kohl’s, Dick’s Sporting Goods
General: Mixed uses consigned to the periphery;

bridge over pond connecting 2 phases of
development

Washingtonian Center
Gaithersburg, Md.

1

Textured block is predomi-
nate material; stone is used
at building bases

Unadorned garage facades
detract from streetscape

Awnings, signage,
lighting, and trees
uniform throughout

Bridge to anchor stores

Parallel parking throughout

Parking garages integral

0’ 5’ 10’



RECENTLY-BUILT

Washingtonian Center
Gaithersburg, Md.

2

Description:
A mixed-use suburban redevelopment along the I-270 corridor in Gaithersburg.  Plan-
ning started in 1995, with the first phase of construction completed by 1998.  A sec-
ond phase is ongoing.  The site is on 23 acres, with 465,000 square feet of gross
leasable area, structured parking, surface parking, plazas, and a man-made lake.  The
project integrates big-box retail with a ‘main street’’ town center.

Site Plan:
1” = 30’

Economic Analysis:
As of ULI figures dating from 2002, annual rents were $10-35 per square foot and
occupancy rates were 100%.  Average annual sales were $100-$450 per square foot.

Architectural Lessons:
The site planning architect was separate from the tenant fit-out architects, contribut-
ing multiple designs to the master plan.  Materials utilized were brick, stone, and
textured C.M.U.  Human scale introduced through temporal elements such as street
lights, benches, tree planters, and brick sidewalks.  Big-box retailers were convinced
to build uncharacteristic multistory buildings, putting the overall urban design ahead of
any single retailer’s potential profit.  The 80 sq. ft. plaza has proven to be too small.

(All data sourced from ULI Case Studies #C032020)

P

P

P

(Phase 2 not shown)



RECENTLY-BUILT 3

Market Common - Clarendon, Va.

Characteristics:
Scale: 2 to 6 stories
Density: Urban
Materials: Dryvit/EIFS, brick
Sidewalks: Brick-concrete mix
Main retail: Barnes & Noble, Container Store, Crate &

Barrel; Wash. Sports Club; Whole Foods
(nearby)

General: Metro-accessible, well-connected to adja-
cent buildings

Condos are setback from
storefronts

Residences are gabled,
while retail is typically flat
or parapeted

Parallel parking on both
sides of one-way street

Articulated facades: Balco-
nies act as buffers between
private and public space

Brick paved
sidewalks
with benches
and planters

0’ 5’ 10’



RECENTLY-BUILT 4

Market Common - Clarendon, Va.

Description:
A mixed-use urban redevelopment opened in 2001 in Arlington’s Clarendon neighbor-
hood that has been acclaimed for its retail and urban design success.  The site is on
18 acres, with 220,000 square feet of gross leasable area, 87 four-story luxury “ga-
rage” townhomes, and 300 apartments.

Site Plan: 1” = 30’

Economic Analysis:
The project was a $100 million dollar investment by Chicago-based McCaffery Inter-
ests and real estate investment advisor RREEF.  The total assessed value of the prop-
erty reached $144 million in 2006.  Apartment rents average between $1,000 and
$3,000.

Architectural Lessons:
Barnes and Noble at the end of the formal axis leaves one with a sense of longing for
what the architecture suggests: a public building such as a library or school.  The
plaza is filled perhaps with too many amenities, from a playground to a fountain and
gazebos.  The signage is varied and numerous, recalling Times Square in an otherwise
traditional design.  Despite this criticism, the project has been hugely successful both
economically and for its impact on the growing neighborhood.

(All data sourced from The Washington Post Business Section, Washington Business
Journal, and Arlington, VA Dept. of Real Estate Assessments)

P



RECENTLY-BUILT

Village at Shirlington
Arlington, Va.

 5

Loggias offer relief from
weather and present a
buffer to the street

Recent buildings are more
articulated, adding a layer
of interest for the pedes-
trian

Parallel parking on both
sides of one-way street

Characteristics:
Scale/Density: 2-6 stories/Urban
Signage: Awning
Sidewalks: Brick/concrete pavers
Materials: Dryvit, brick
Main retail: Capital City Brewing, Cinema,

Harris Teeter, Books-a-Million

0’ 5’ 10’

Mixed-use office and retail

Brick paved sidewalks with
benches and planters



RECENTLY-BUILT

P

Description:
A mixed-use urban redevelopment along I-395 inside of the Washington, D.C. beltway.
A 1940’s shopping center renovated by Shirlington Associates in the late 1980’s, then
again more recently by Federal Realty Investment Trust.  The site is on 25 acres and
includes 250,000 sq. feet of retail, a public library, WETA (public TV) offices, a Harris
Teeter, and Signature Theater.

Economic Analysis:
The recent $225 million expansion included work by the Bozzuto Group, Trammell
Crow, and Arlington County (48,000 SF of retail, 150-room hotel, 400 residential units,
and a 195,000 SF office complex).

Architectural Lessons:
Arlington County created a $2.5 million metro transit hub to connect the site to the
local mass transit system.   (All data sourced from ULI Case Studies #C019020, The
Washington Post and http://www.federalrealty.com)

Village at Shirlington
Arlington, Va.

 6

Site Plan:
1” = 30’



RECENTLY-BUILT

Characteristics:
Scale/Density: 3-6 stories/Urban
Signage: Neon, wall-hung, awning
Sidewalks: Flemish-bond, glazed brick
Materials: Brick, stone, steel
Main retail: Barnes & Noble, Giant, Cinema
General info: Metro-accessible; well-connected to

other local bldgs.

good hierarchy of fore-
ground and background
buildings

generally subtle awnings

awnings, signage, lighting,
& trees vary, mixing well
with surrounding area

hierarchy of signage from
large elaborate signs to
small sidewalk placards

metered parallel parking,
bike lanes, & sidewalk
dining

mixed-use: office above
retail

parapets disguise HVAC
equipment

Bethesda Row - Bethesda, Md.

 7

0’ 5’ 10’



RECENTLY-BUILT

Description:
A mixed-use urban redevelopment inside of the Washington, D.C. beltway.  Planning
started in 1994, with four phases of construction completed by 2002.  A fifth phase is
ongoing.  The site is on 12 acres, with 650,000 square feet of gross leasable area
(46% retail, 29% office, 15% residential, 9% restaurant).

Bethesda Row - Bethesda, Md.

 8

Site Plan:
1” = 30’

Economic Analysis:
As of ULI figures dating from 2000, occupancy rates were nearly 100% (for offices,
99% and for retail, 97%).  Annual rents were $20-35 per square foot for offices and
$30-65 per square foot for retail.  Average annual sales were $400 per square foot.

Architectural Lessons:
Synergy of leasing and urban design contribute to a pleasing pedestrian experience.
Several locally-owned stores mix with the other national chains well, helping to keep a
"local" feel.  Also with four local architectural firms collaborating on the individual
storefront designs, a sleight-of-hand is achieved disguising the large building massing,
breaking it up into well-crafted, human-scaled proportions.  The outdoor sidewalk
dining is placed on the street side, keeping the pedestrian thoroughfare beside the
storefronts.

(All data sourced from ULI Case Studies #C030009)

P



RECENTLY-BUILT  9

Overhangs at corner buildings
distinguish them as pavilions

Characteristics:
Scale:       2-5 stories
Density:    Urban
Materials:  Brick, stone
Signage:   Awning

Residential units above are
treated with different architec-

tural details such as pergolas and
brackets to soften and distinguish

Balconies act as buffers between
private and public space

Two floors of retail on main
 square; one floor on side streets

Dining areas on inner side of
square, sidewalk reserved for

window shopping

  Retail: Bed-Bath-Beyond,
  Harris Teeter, Hudson
  Trail, Bally’s

  General: Metro-accessible

0’ 5’ 10’

Pentagon Row - Arlington, Va.



RECENTLY-BUILT

Description:
A mixed-use inner-ring suburb redevelopment inside of the Washington, D.C. beltway,
finished in 2001. The site includes 300,000 square feet of gross leasable area, 500
units of residential, and 1767 parking spaces.

10

Site Plan:
1” = 30’

Economic Analysis:
The development’s proximity to other retail areas and mass transit contributes to its
success.  The total assessed value of the property reached $225 million in 2006.
Apartment rents average between $1,400 and $3,100.

Architectural Lessons:
The well-proportioned and highly programmed open plaza drives much of the pedes-
trian traffic.  Each storefront is individually treated, lending to an overall sense of
visual interest.  While the surrounding areas are zoned into highly specific uses, the
mix of residential above retail contributes to a feeling of shared experience.  Two-story
retail around the plaza helps enliven the public realm.

(All data sourced from Arlington, VA Dept. of
Real Estate Assessments; Washington Business
Journal)

Pentagon Row - Arlington, Va.



RECENTLY-BUILT

Characteristics:
Scale: 2 to 5 stories
Bldg. Materials: Brick, steel, glass
General Info: $53 million adaptive reuse project turning a former industrial mill
in Baltimore’s Jones Falls Valley into 200 residential units and 97,500 square feet of
office space.  The project includes single family homes, apartments and artists’ loft
studios close to the I-83 corridor and a light rail station.

(All data sourced from http://www.sber.com)

11

Characteristics:
Scale: 3 to 4 stories
Bldg. Materials: Brick, vinyl siding, asphalt roofing
Signage: Understated signage, uniform awnings
Sidewalks: Brick pavers, concrete liners
General Info: A 430-acre, high-density, mixed-use, transit oriented development
built on a suburban infill site near the I-270 corridor.  It includes 130,000 SF of retail,
2.5 million SF of office space, over 100 acres of green space, and 3,200 residential
units.  Five different builders were selected to build within strict design guidelines to
contribute to the “village” feel.
(All data sourced from ULI Case Studies #C032007)

King Farm - Rockville, Md.

Clipper Mill Redevelopment
Baltimore, Md.



SQUARES & GREENS

1 Market Common - Clarendon, Va.

2 Pentagon Row - Arlington, Va.

3 King Farm - Rockville, Md.

4 Others of Note:
Kentlands, Md.
Silver Spring, Md.



SQUARES & GREENS 1

Characteristics:
Scale: 2 to 6 stories
Materials: Dryvit/EIFS, brick
Signage: Primarily tenant-driven, less uniform
Sidewalks: Brick-concrete mix
Main retail: Barnes & Noble, Container Store, Crate &

Barrel; Pottery Barn; Apple Store; Whole
Foods nearby

General: Metro-accessible, well-connected to adja-
cent bldgs.  The square is located be-
tween lanes of access traffic and parking,
but highly used by pedestrians.

Market Common - Clarendon, Va.

Site Plan: 1” = 100’

Parallel parking on both sides
of the one-way street

Pedestrian paths to parking
and adjacent buildings

Integral parking garage
behind stores, and under

residences

Fountain, gazebo, and play-
ground  in central green

Sidewalks include brick &
concrete pavers, iron
benches, & planters

Barnes & Noble at end of
main axis, with cupola above

Clarendon Blvd. is major
connector to Metro and to

downtown Washington, DC

Source: ICSC.org



SQUARES & GREENS  2

Site Plan: 1” = 100’

Mixed use buildings address
the square, with retail below

and residential above

Pentagon Row - Arlington, Va.

Sidewalk dining, landscaping
and a seasonal ice rink fill

the  pedestrian-only square

Pedestrian connections to
parking lot, Metro, & other

stores

Clock tower above Bally Total
Fitness acts a focal point

Characteristics:
Scale: 2-5 stories
Materials: Brick, stone, w/ Dryvit used at peripheries

to maximize sense of high material quality
Signage: Tenant-driven, within set design guidelines
Sidewalks: Brick pavers with concrete liners
Retail: Bed-Bath-Beyond, Hudson Trail, Bally

Total Fitness
General: 300,000 sq. feet of retail and 500 residen-
tial units in a Metro-accessible location close to I-395 in
Arlington. The open plaza is well-proportioned and
highly programmed with activities year-round.

S. Joyce St. connects devel-
opment to other retail, office,

and residential in the area

Sidewalks include brick &
concrete pavers, benches, &

planters



SQUARES & GREENS

Characteristics:
Scale: 3 to 4 stories
Materials: Dryvit/EIFS, brick,
Signage: Uniform awning signage
Lighting: Traditional downtown lighting
Sidewalks: Brick-concrete mix
Main tenants: Safeway, 3 banks, 6 restaurants

(130,000 total sq. feet of retail)
General: Metro-accessible, Transit-oriented

design (TOD); suburban-infill;
traditional neighborhood develop-
ment (TND)

King Farm - Rockville, Md.

3

Site Plan: 1” = 100’

Chevy Chase branch bank at
main axis of Green

Brick pavers at crosswalks
and sidewalks

The Village Green  consists of
lawn with shrubs and trees,
paved dining patios, & ga-

zebo

Boulevard acts as a land-
scape buffer between mixed

use and residential areas

Village Green includes
130,000 square feet of retail

4-story condominiums on
opposite side of King Farm

Boulevard

3-4 story retail/office mixed
use with parallel parking in

front and surface parking
behind



SQUARES & GREENS

Characteristics:
Square: “Silver Plaza”
Bldg. Materials: Brick, dryvit, glass & awning
Signage: Varied (less uniform) signage, highly tenant-driven
Sidewalks: Brick pavers with Mosaic tile details with lots of seating/tables
General Info: A 22-acre mixed-use urban infill characterized by a dense cluster
of retail, restaurants and office space inside the Washington beltway.  440,000 sq. ft.
of retail, 185,000 sq. ft. of office space, a cinema and hotel help inform two public
squares, of which the neon- and mosaic-laced “Silver Plaza” is the heart.
(All data sourced from ULI Case Studies #C035021)

4

Characteristics:
Scale: 3 to 4 stories
Bldg. Materials: Brick, vinyl siding, asphalt roofing
Signage: Understated signage, uniform awnings
Sidewalks: Brick pavers, concrete liners
General Info: A 352-acre, traditional neighborhood development with 1,655
residential units combined with 2 million sq. feet of retail and office space near the I-
270 corridor.  Designed to work as a traditional small town, Kentlands is characterized
by a network of formal public squares and informal community spaces.  A public
square with a gazebo and brick paving is at the heart of the business area.
(All data sourced from ULI Case Studies #C024016)

Kentlands - Gaithersburg, Md.

Downtown - Silver Spring, Md.

Source: www.silverspringcenter.com



LOCAL BUILDING TRANSFORMATIONS

1 Early Stone Structures

2 Mills/Industrial Buildings

3 Georgian/Federal Styles

4 Carpenter Gothic/Victorian

5 Classical Revivals

6 Vernacular Farmhouses



LOCAL BUILDING TRANSFORMATIONS

Early Stone Structures

Mixed-use building, Kentlands, MD

Mixed-use building, Middleburg, VA

Some of the Olney-area’s best
historic buildings are stone struc-
tures dating from the early agrar-
ian days.  These forms, similar to
mills and other industrial build-
ings, are easy to replicate and
adaptable to many different func-
tions.

Note the iconic arcade of the
Woodlawn Barn above, and how
that form may be reinterpreted in
other materials, scales and den-
sities.   The arcade is a timeless
commercial form, as evidenced
by the examples at right.

Likewise, Federal stone building
forms like that of the Brookeville
Academy are often magnified to
larger scales by adding a floor and
attic dormers. Commercial buildings, Ellicott City, MD

1

Woodlawn Barn, Sandy Spring

Brookeville Academy, Brookeville



LOCAL BUILDING TRANSFORMATIONS

Grist mill, Aldie, VA

Former industrial buildings are
providing some of today’s best
adaptive reuse as well as prece-
dents for new projects.  Because
of their flexible spaces and gen-
erally well-proportioned and mod-
est exteriors, these forms are
easy to reuse and/or replicate.
Note how some of the Olney
area’s mill and industrial building
forms could be reinterpreted to
larger scales and denser uses.

Mills/Industrial Buildings

Mixed-use building, Frederick, MD

Clipper Mill, Baltimore, MD
(photo: www.aiabalt.org)

Mixed-use building, Frederick, MD

Muncaster Mill, Norbeck          MNCPPC

2

Murphy’s Tin Shop, Olney          Dwyer

Woolen Mill, Brookeville



LOCAL BUILDING TRANSFORMATIONS

This style, used locally for manor
houses, is also used on a larger
scale for urban mixed-use build-
ings. Grander scale elements in-
clude towers and cupolas in the
center bay, more/larger chimneys,
and large attic dormers.  Note how
the number of bays increases
from the residential uses to civic
and urban buildings.

Georgian/Federal Styles

Mixed-use building, Middleburg, VA

Middle School, Kentlands/Lakelands, MD

Townhouses, Kentlands, MD

Mixed-use building, Frederick, MD

3

Cherry Grove, Ashton

Falling Green, Olney

Clifton, Olney



LOCAL BUILDING TRANSFORMATIONS

Mt. Olivet Cemetery, Frederick, MD

Eventhough this style has all but disappeared from the area, it represents an important
movement for local civic buildings in the late 19th-century.  The scale transformations
above are instructive in showing how smaller, often rural versions of the local manifesta-
tions of the Carpenter Gothic were made grander and more urban in the later Victorian
styles.  Brick and rough-face stone work largely replaced wood, and towers became
more common.  Gables were extruded into steeper vertical forms, and chimneys were
made more elaborate.

(left) Romanesque building, Frederick, MD
(right) B&O Rail Station, Rockville, MD (Dwyer)

Carpenter Gothic/Victorian

Women’s Exchange, Sandy Spring  SSM

Sandy Spring Store                      SSM

Oakdale Emory United Methodist, Olney

B&O Rail Station, Gaithersburg, MD (Dwyer)

4



LOCAL BUILDING TRANSFORMATIONS

Classical Revivals

Civic building, Frederick, MD

Commercial building, Frederick, MD

Mutual Insurance,
Sandy Spring   -SSM

Civic building, Rockville, MD

Classical Revival buildings can be found across the United States, in small towns and
large metropolitan areas alike.  The temple forms, borrowing heavily from ancient Greek
and Roman architecture, were commonly used to express power, stability, and sacred-
ness in the 19th- and 20th-centuries.

Just as in Greek and Roman territories, the size and scale of these buildings depended
largely on their location and use.  The forms are flexible to change according to their
“order”.   Note how the bays have increased in number from the local uses at left to the
grander buildings on the right.  Likewise note how scale increases occur within a rigid
proportional order.

 Lyceum, Sandy Spring                 SSM

5

Old Montgomery General Hospital,
Olney                       SSM



LOCAL BUILDING TRANSFORMATIONS

Vernacular Farmhouses

Hoyle’s Tourist Home, Olney         SSM

Vernacular farmhouse, Brookeville

Vernacular farmhouses dotting
the landscape in and around Ol-
ney can be useful precedents for
the larger scale development Ol-
ney now faces.  However, trans-
forming this particular building
type into larger houses and
mixed-use buildings would re-
quire a high degree of design sen-
sibility.  While often built to 2- 1/2
stories historically, newer ex-
amples of this building pattern still
only max out at 3-1/2  stories.  The
reasons for this are inherent in the
structural capabilities and build-
ing economy of wood frame con-
struction.  That said, it still may
be worthwhile to consider how
such a strong local building tradi-
tion can be suited to larger uses
in the future.

Mixed-use building, Kentlands, MD

Semi-Urban houses, Waterford, VA

Townhouses, King Farm, Rockville, MD

6



APPENDIX

I. OLNEY, MARYLAND  LOCAL BUILDING TRADITIONS,
HISTORY AND ANALYSIS

This is an exploration into the particular architecture, both formal
and vernacular, of Olney, Maryland and its surrounding areas.  It is
hoped that through this effort, we can distill a regional and historic
context that is identifiably local.

II. LOCAL VILLAGES, TOWNS,  & MIXED-USE CENTERS
CATALOG, ANALYSIS, AND CRITIQUE

This critical analysis of local ‘village’ development seeks to bridge
Olney’s existing rural/suburban scale and density to new proto-
urban designs, such as those proposed by the new O.T.C. master
plan overlay.  By comparing examples of successful local adapta-
tions of higher scale and density to some of the Olney-area’s most
iconic buildings, it is hoped that an authentic expression of ‘local-
ized’ growth patterns may be forged.

III. OLNEY TOWN CENTER  A VISION FOR THE FUTURE

This final phase begins with a hypothetical aerial view of Olney after
full implementation of the new master plan overlay.  Following this
broad brush view are more particular streetscape perspectives,
sections and elevations of the northeast quadrant development.
These drawings will help define an architectural palette with stan-
dards, styles, patterns, and proportions based on local building as
inventoried in the previous phases of analysis.

Analysis Summary
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Street Sections - Historic villages
APPENDIX

no uniformity in signs, flags,
street lighting

Old Olney, Md.
1-2 1/2 story scale/rural

Ellicott City, Md.
3-5 story scale/urban

Middleburg, Va.
2-3 story scale/urban

gables with center dormers

traffic signals, utility poles

retail in farmhouses w/ ad
hoc signage

front porches

mailboxes, phonebooths

mature local trees

multiple building forms,
stone is most prevalent

above ground utilities

narrow sidewalks

no trees; pots and planters

parallel parking only

brick sidewalks w/ stairs &
porches

Federal style most common

parallel & parking behind
understated signage

most street lighting from
private lamps

mature trees and shrubs

Note how the following local historic villages of Old Olney,
MD, Ellicott City, MD and Middleburg, VA compare and contrast in
civic realm proportions, building and streetscape form, infra-
structure, landscape, and other amenities.
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Street Sections - Recent ‘villages’
APPENDIX

Bethesda
Row
3-6 story/urban

Shirlington
Village
2-6 scale/urban

Washingtonian
Center 2-3 story/urban

Note how the following new, local ‘urban villages’
compare and contrast in civic realm proportions,
building and streetscape form, infrastructure, land-
scape, and other amenities.

masonry and dryvit/EIFS

parking garages integral

parallel parking

awnings, signage, lighting, &
trees uniform throughout

bridge to anchor stores

Parallel parking on
both sides of one-
way street

Mixed-use office and
retail

Brick paved side-
walks with benches
and planters

good hierarchy of
foreground and
background build-
ings
subtle awnings

parallel parking,
bike lanes, & side-
walk dining

Center aisle boule-
vard
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Evolution over Time - Village to City
APPENDIX

Bethesda
Row
-3-6 story scale
-Veneer brick,
steel, glass
-Asphalt streets
-Mixed use

Frederick, Md.
-3-6 story scale
-Veneer brick, glass
-Brick paved streets
-Mixed use

Middleburg, Va.
-2-3 story scale
-Load-bearing Brick, Federal
-Dirt & Cobblestone roads
-Mixed use

Old Olney, Md.
-1-2 1/2 story scale
-Wood frame,Clapboard
-Dirt roads
-Mixed use




